The Jalla (Pan) is situated in Patna city (25º37'N & 85º12'31"E). The feeding of pond is mainly through the sewage from the urbanized catchments area. The water is thus loaded with very high concentration of nutrients. The physico-chemical characters of raw sewage were analyzed as per APHA (1985) . Juveniles of Cirhinus mirghala (2.5 f 0.5 g live weight) were procured and acclimated to laboratory conditions for a period of one month in de-chlorinated tap water. During the acclimation period; the fish were fed on pelletted feeds with 38% protein level. After characterization and static bioassay of the domestic sewage, the test fishes were exposed to chosen sublethal levels (50 to 100%) of domestic sewage which was taken in the plastic Hesser (1960) for routine fish haematology were followed to estimate all blood parameters in this study.
Red cell indices were worked out using the formula suggested by Johannson-Sjobeck and Larson (1978) .
The physico-chemical characteristics of domestic sewage were given in Table 1 . The different blood parameters of control and sewage treated fishes are shown in Table 2 . The total red cell counts, Hb content, PCV and MCI-IC were found to be significantly reduced in the test animal, on exposure to different sub-lethal concentration of domestic sewage. Dose and time-dependant changes were observed on all the blood parameters. Similar observations were made by Sambasiva Rao et al. (1985) in fishes treated with pesticides, by Subramaniam et al. (1988) in fishes exposed to tannery effluent and by Izuru (1997) in fishes exposed to raw and treated sewage. On the other hand, the mean corpuscular volume (MCV) showed gradual increase in relation to sewage concentration and exposure period.
Exposure of the test animals for 30, 60 and 90 days to sub-lethal concentrations of domestic sewage caused significant reduction in total RBC count, haemoglobin content and haematocrit value leading to anemia. Since the red cell indices like MCHC show gradual reduction during exposure period, the anaemic condition can be classified as microcytic and hypochrotnic anaemia (Johannson-Sjobeck and Larson, 1978) . The anaemic effects in fishes are variously attributed to the inhibition of erythrocyte production (Larsson et al., 1976) or haemodilution (Mcleay, 1973) or coagulation of blood following destruction of intestinal cells (Johannson-Sjobeck and Larson, 1978) or destruction of liver cells (Waluga, 1966) . In the present study, the anaemic effects may be due to both reduction in the number of erythrocytes and haemoglobin content of each cell as indicated by a marked decrease in MCHC value. The significant reduction in total RBC count may be attributed to the destruction of red cells by pollutants, because significant increase in MCV is considered to be the indices of red cell destruction leading to anaemia (JohannsonSjobeck and Larson, 1978) .
An increase in the number of immature RBC in sewage treated individuals precludes the possibility of inhibition of erythropoietin. The increase in the number of circulating immature erythropoiesis by elevated demands of O 2 and CO 2 transport in sewage exposed fish as a result of physical and metabolic activity. Thus, the present study clearly reveals that the domestic sewage affects the blood parameters of the test animals at higher concentration. 
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